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Abstract

This paper explores the implementation of a 1:1 Netbook Program over two consec-
utive years by the same cohort of students. The purpose of the study was to investi-
gate how the Netbooks were used in the classroom and to evaluate the program
after the first year of operation and the continuation of the program in the following
year. The experiences of students and parents were obtained through question-
naires and teacher’s reflections were obtained through interviews. The data was
triangulated to determine how Netbooks were utilised in the classroom, and if there
were any concerns about the use of each device. The findings are presented in
a thematic style exploring the usage of Netbooks in learning and teaching, the aca-
demic value of Netbooks and the technical issues faced by students particularly in
the second year of operation. In the second year of the 1.1 Program, there was
a significant reduction of Netbook usage due to staff priorities and the absence of
a dedicated curriculum program that required integration of the technology.

Keywords
netbooks, 1:1 programs; mobile technologies

Biographies

Dr. Therese Keane is an Educational Technology lecturer in
the Faculty of Information and Communication Technologies.
Therese has worked in a variety of school settings overseeing
the teaching and stewardship of ICT in schools. Therese’s re-
search interests include the use of technology and computers
in schools for teaching and learning purposes; Mobile compu-
ting devices in schools (notebooks, netbooks, iPads, tablets,
smartphones) and ICT leadership in schools.




FRP

Professor Chris Pilgrim is the Deputy Dean of the Faculty of
Information and Communication Technologies. Chris is A Fel-
low of the Australian Computer Society (ACS) and a Learning
and Teaching Fellow of the Australian Council of Deans of In-
formation and Communications Technology (ACDICT). Chris’
research interests include the usability of web systems and
implementation of Work Integrated Learning programs in ICT
courses.

Copyright

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. To view a copy of this licence, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

