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Abstract 
The importance of student involvement in assessment processes has been empha-
sised in recent years. In particular, formative assessment approaches that support 
learning, require students to develop self-regulation in their learning and self-
assessment capabilities. Classroom-based research has identified the value of peer 
feedback, in nurturing the development of self-assessment capabilities. Thus there 
is an obvious benefit for formative assessment in using peer feedback. In addition, 
at least in some areas of learning, peer assessments have been shown to be equal 
in accuracy to tutor assessments supporting the possible use of peer assessments 
for summative purposes. Online facilities, such as wikis and discussion boards, can 
focus peer interaction and feedback and capture assessment information. Further-
more, the realisation of the potential of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), 
that are currently receiving much attention, seems to depend for summative as-
sessment purposes on either automatic assessment methods or use of peer as-
sessment or both. Thus while peer assessment for learning purposes is proven 
questions remain about how to facilitate this and the value of peer assessment for 
summative purposes is becoming an increasingly important issue. 
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